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Photo Captions:

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord was celebrated on February 2. - Photos 
courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi www.moda.photography

CCD classes visit the church in order to prepare for Lent. -Photos courtesy of Theresa 
Haggerty

Ash Wednesday was March 2. - Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi  www.moda.
photography

St. Anastasia School children participate in the school Mass on Ash Wednesday. 
-Photos courtesy of Carrie Erdlen

Saint Anastasia Parish held a Candlelight Vigil for Peace on Sunday evening, 
March 13. Over 150 members of our parish and the local community gathered to of-
fer prayers for peace in the world - especially in Ukraine; and for peace in our coun-
try, our community, our families; and our hearts. The intercession of our Blessed 
Mother was invoked as all prayed a Litany of Peace and Father Artman offered Pope 
Francis’ Prayer for Peace. -Photos courtesy of Nicole Schmitt

The Sisters of Saint Joseph who live at Saint Anastasia Convent renewed their vows 
during Mass celebrating the Solemnity of Saint Joseph on March 19. Congratula-
tions, Sisters, and thank you for your service to God and His people

Welcome to The Anastasian. We hope you enjoy this 
newsletter. St. Anastasia is a large, vibrant parish with 
many different groups engaged in wonderful activi-
ties that give life to the parish. This newsletter will offer 
you the chance to learn more about the many ways our 
friends and neighbors in Christ engage with the parish to 
deepen their faith and enrich their lives. And you will see 
they are having a lot of fun too! Please let us know what 
you think and how we can improve. 
        E-mail us at promotion@saintannies.org. 
        "Like" us on Facebook saintanastasianewtownsquare
        Follow the parish Instagram saintanastasiaparish
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Dear Parishioners of Saint Anastasia,

I’m happy to present to you this latest edition of The Anastasian. Hopefully you will find it 
enjoyable and informative. We seem to be getting back on our feet after two years of uncertainty and its accompanying con-
tingency plans, changing schedules and virtual living.  

Despite the challenges in the education field, children continued to learn. This month we highlight two members of the eighth 
grade in our parish school who were named Archdiocesan Neumann Scholars. We are proud of their achievements and the 
honor they bring to themselves and our school. The younger children in CCD and the parish school learned about the sacra-
ments and are now able to celebrate their First Penance and First Communion as a group in the church with their families 
joining them. On Ash Wednesday we saw crowds like we haven’t seen in two years. It was wonderful to see so many people 
beginning Lent by coming together to pray and receive ashes.

The past few weeks you’ve been seeing and hearing a lot about the upcoming Synod of Bishops called by Pope Francis. To as-
sess the situation of the church and evaluate its strengths and weaknesses, the Disciple Maker Index has been made available 
to us to provide our input. Small and large group, in person and virtual meetings are being held to give everyone a chance to 
participate. As I write this, we seem to be off to a good start here at St. Anastasia with an impressive number of people taking 
the survey.  

Please continue to check the Parish Website/Flocknote/social media platforms for all the activities and events coming up. We 
are blessed to have so many interested and engaged parishioners. Speaking of which, I would like to ask two things: please 
reach out to any neighbors, relatives, or friends who may not have internet access or who are unsure how to be connected to 
us; and secondly, if you are coming to an event, bring a friend, invite a neighbor, and share what a special place Saint Anas-
tasia Parish is to you!

Sincerely yours,
Father Colagreco

www.saintanastasia.net

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
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The Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord

Especially in the dark days of winter, we look for rays of light to brighten up our days. The Church celebrates the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord on February 2, which is forty days after the birth of Christ. This feast is also known as Candlemas 
because candles are blessed that day to be used at the various liturgies throughout the year.  

We celebrated this feast day at Saint Anastasia this year with a special evening Mass. Everyone was encouraged to bring 
candles from home to be blessed, and these candles were blessed along with the church’s liturgical candles in the vestibule 
of the church. All then processed into the church with their lit candles, celebrating Christ, the Light of the world, coming into 
the darkness that can envelop our world. This procession is reminiscent of the procession of the paschal candle that takes 
place at the Easter Vigil, celebrating Christ’s resurrection from the dead, and the Light of the World scattering the darkness 
of sin and death and opening up heaven to us.

The Gospel on this feast is taken from the evangelist Luke. Jesus’ parents brought him to the Temple to fulfill the sacred 
rituals of presenting him to God. Simeon, a devout and upright man waiting for the Messiah, is overjoyed to meet the Christ 
Child. Simeon exclaims that he may now die in peace now that he has seen with his own eyes the salvation of the world. The 
Lord’s promise to send the Messiah has been fulfilled. Simeon describes Jesus as the Light to reveal the Lord to the nations, 
and the glory of His people Israel.  

By Father Brandon Artman, Parochial Vicar

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
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When Mary and Joseph brought their new born child into the Temple, they were presenting him not just to God but, in a 
sense, to all of humanity as a light to shine in darkness. This feast reminds us that no matter how dark our spirit, we always 
walk in the light of the Lord’s presence.  

As beautiful as this scene in the Temple was, a shadow was cast over it. Having declared the child Jesus to be God’s light 
to enlighten the pagans and to bring glory to Israel, Simeon went on to declare that this same child is also destined to be 
a sign that is rejected. Not everyone will welcome the light that he brings, which is why this child, according to Simeon, is 
destined for the fall and the rising of many in Israel. Some in Israel will stumble over Jesus; others will be lifted up by him. It’s 
the evangelist John who reminds us, the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because 
their deeds were evil. 

We are all capable of turning away from the light, the light of God’s love and God’s truth shining through Jesus. We can 
become more comfortable with lesser lights. Yet, the light of God continues to shine through Jesus, the risen Lord. And no 
amount of human rejection diminishes HIS light. Our prayer each day is, shine in our hearts, Lord Jesus. Thank you to all who 
took part in this special celebration!
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Ash Wednesday
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Ash Wednesday
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Ash Wednesday School Mass
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Ash Wednesday School Mass
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Congratulations to our two Neumann Scholarship winners, James Gessig and Patrick Williamson, both eighth graders in 
Saint Anastasia School. James also had the highest score on the scholarship exam for the entire Archdiocese! We are proud 
of all our students who took the test this year, including Anthony Scuilli and Brynn Battersby. 

Initiated in 1995, the Neumann Scholars Program identifies academically talented eighth grade students in the parochial 
school system of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia through an independently administered competitive examination. The 
exam, administered at Cardinal O'Hara High School, consisted of 298 multiple-choice questions, and took 3 hours to com-
plete! 462 students competed for this scholarship this year, representing 102 Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of Phila-
delphia. 

This year, 44 students who excel on this exam were awarded four-year scholarships to the Archdiocesan high school of their 
choice. James plans to attend Archbishop Carroll High School, and Patrick plans to attend Cardinal O'Hara High School. 

The Neumann Scholars Program is an initiative of the Connelly Foundation, which continues to place philanthropic empha-
sis in the area of Catholic education. The scholarships are named for Saint John Neumann, the fourth bishop of Philadelphia, 
who is credited with founding over 200 schools in the Archdiocese. 

For more information about the Neumann Scholarship and the Connelly Foundation and its work, please visit 
www.connellyfdn.org. 

By Father Brandon Artman, Parochial Vicar

Neumann Scholarship Winners
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Candlelight Vigil for Peace
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Varsity Girls Basketball 
CYO State Champs

Candlelight Vigil for Peace

Congratulations to our parish Varsity Girls Basketball Team for being the 2021-2022 State of Pennsylvania CYO Champions!- 
Photos courtesy of Father Artman



We, the parishioners of Saint Anastasia, are a 

strong faith based community, grounded in 

more than a century of Catholic 

tradition, rooted in worship and service. 

Compelled by the Good News of Jesus Christ, 

we are committed to growing in a deeper 

relationship with God and with one another. 

We strive to become a more vibrant parish 

by inspiring an atmosphere of belonging, of 

welcoming, and by 

promoting opportunities to share and spread 

our Catholic faith, so that we may be more 

united as one parish community.


